[image: image1.jpg]"
Society For Quality Education




Media Release from the Society for Quality Education

Attention Education Reporters, Editors

Same Old Same Old

SQE comments on the Report of the Declining Enrolment Working Group

Toronto, Ont. – March 25, 2009 

The report from the Ontario government's Declining Enrolment Working Group, Planning and Possibilities, is an example of Einstein’s definition of insanity--doing the same thing over and over again and expecting different results, according to the Society for Quality Education.  The report, released this month, recommends ways for school boards to deal with declining student numbers.

Many of the working group’s recommendations, such as the shared use of facilities and partnerships, are already being tried.  The school system needs to stop thinking like a monopoly and to start looking at offering something market driven, innovative, and new. 

Ontario public schools have already lost 68,000 students since 2003, and they expect to lose another 72,000 over the next five years – about an eight per cent drop. If a business were losing customers at this rate, it would likely try to find out why it was losing market share, and then improve its existing products and bring in new product lines. Not so the Declining Enrolment Working Group.

 
Except for e-learning, there was not one recommendation suggesting more alternative school choices as a way to attract and retain students.  The report ignored Alberta and the U.S. in its examination of other jurisdictions, even though there are some exciting experiments in school choice going on in those places.  For example, U.S. President Obama recently called for increased school choice through charter schools.
The Calgary Board of Education, when faced with severe enrolment problems a few years ago, successfully put into place a plan for more alternative schools.  For example, when the Calgary board saw that a local charter school was creaming off thousands of its students, it started up three schools of its own that offered the same traditional type of education that the charter school was offering. It worked! Now the Calgary board is increasing its enrolment every year.

The Society for Quality Education is dedicated to the significant improvement of student learning in Canada. We invite the public to visit our website www.societyforqualityeducation.org to learn more.
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